CHAPTER VIII
THE FIGHT WITH REVOLUTIONARY FRANCE, 1793-1802
I. the outbreak of the conflict, 1783-1793
within six short years of the triumph of France over Great
Britain in the world contest arising out of the American
rebellion, Nemesis had overtaken her incompetent and bank-
rupt monarchy, and the whole country was plunged into the
throes of revolution* The course of that Revolution, wherein
were laid the foundations of modern France and modern
Europe, followed the usual road—from a limitation of the
absolute powers of the Crown to the abolition first of these
powers, then of the Crown itself; from government by elected
assembly to mob rule, and thence to the unfettered power of
a self-appointed oligarchy—a road as old as Greece, as new as
Russia. From the military point of view, with which alone
we are concerned, the Revolution heralded the first appearance
of a new phenomenon—the nation in arms, and the complete
supersession of eighteenth«century warfare by the strategic
and tactical methods of our own day. The Revolutionary
and Napoleonic epochs mark the beginning of modern military
history. For the British army, in fine, they form the last and
most bitterly contested of the long scries of conflicts with
France, which cover more than five centuries of our country's
story, and the establishment of our national independence
and the acquisition of our overseas empire. In these twenty
odd years, from 1793 to 1815, the army underwent its sternest
and most searching test in a struggle which, until a yet greater
war came in our own time to rob it of the title, was justly
termed the Great War.
That war was not entered upon lightly or easily. For a
period of ten years, subsequent to the Peace of Versailles,
England, under the prudent leadership of William Pitt, the
son of the great Chatham, held aloof from all European en-
tanglements, and devoted her energies to the restoration of
her stability and economic prosperity. She held aloof from
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